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If the views expressed by Boyle on elements and chemical action are compared with the conceptions of phlogisteans a hundred years later, a going back is noticeable in that hundred years towards vague principles and qualities, although at the same time chemistry was enriched by many new facts of great importance. To co-ordinate the facts of the science, to describe these facts accurately, to express them in a language which should make it easy to put together facts that were similar and to keep apart those which were unlike, and at the same time to overthrow the phlogistic theory; these were the tasks waiting to be accomplished at about the beginning of the last quarter of the eighteenth century. It is not often that the power of destroying and the power of reconstructing are united in so extraordinary a degree as they were united in Lavoisier, the greatest of all chemists.
air is subjected to the action of electric sparks, and that this acid is formed by the chemical union of phlogisticated and dephlogisticated airs. Cavendish regarded this chemical union as equivalent to the removal of phlogiston from phlogisticated air, which was thus, he said, " reduced to nitrous acid"